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What are 21st Century Skills?
21st Century Skills refer to the:
• Knowledge
• Life Skills
• Career Skills
• Attitudes
• Traits that are critically important to learners 

success in today’s world.
• What are the important traits for tomorrow’s 

world? Skills 
mismatch?
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thinking

Communi-
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and thinking



Preparing learners for jobs that might not yet exist 















SOCIAL MEDIA – HUMAN INTERACTION



INTERNET – ACCESS TO KNOWLEDGE Process large 
amounts of 
information

Analyse and 
select from  
information

Online 
Plagiarism



Are our current subjects still relevant? Application 
instead of 

memorising

What is real and 
true?

Solving complex 
problems

Deductive 
reasoning / 

Error analysis



Skills 
needed? Learning

Life Literacy

Critical thinking

Communication

Collaboration

Creativity

Flexibility
Initiative

Social skills
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Leadership

Information

Media
Technology





Bottom up

Top Down



1. Introduction of new subjects:
• Robotics and Coding

• Digital Skills (Grade 8 and 9)

• Entrepreneurship

2. Changing teaching methodology

• Project-based teaching

IS IT POSSIBLE TO CHANGE FROM 

TOP DOWN?

DBE Initiatives 2018 Lekgotla
“Our role is to explore 

and reposition the 
curriculum and to 

develop a twelve-year 
roadmap for the school 
curriculum to 2030. The 
priorities of the Sector 

will also be remapped to 
respond to the demands 
of the 21st Century skills 
and the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution.”
Dr Grenville Whittle



Bottom up

Top Down



Curriculum management for 21st Century skills

Subjects

Skills

MethodologyAssessment

Reporting



1. Vision for the school

2. Planning for implementation

3. Needs assessment

4. Recruiting and selecting staff members

5. Analysis of existing infrastructure and curriculum programmes

Curriculum management for 21st Century skills

LEADERSHIP



1. Strategies to support teachers with implementation of 21st century skills

2. Create 21st Century learning environments

3. Physical Infrastructure supports 21st Century knowledge and skills

4. Technical Infrastructure – school policy and facilities

5. Budget allocation?

6. Incorporating digital resources in lessons

7. Video / Podcast Library 

Curriculum management for 21st Century skills

Infrastructure



1. Start building staff capacity  - understand and model the skills 

2. Staff professional development

3. Strategies to support teachers with implementation of 21st century skill

4. Mentorships – “people networks”

5. Monitor and track success

6. Partnerships

Curriculum management for 21st Century skills

Personnel



1. Assess learning skills: critical thinking, problem solving, communication, 

collaboration

2. Assessment feedback – an addition to SASAMS reporting

3. Support learners who are off track – early warning systems

4. Basic literacy skills – additional time

Curriculum management for 21st Century skills

Assessment



1. Methodology more learner centered

2. Construct knowledge and skills in level of thought development

3. Focus on opportunities for collaboration

4. Learning should have context

5. Not necessarily greater focus on computers

Curriculum management for 21st Century skills

Learners



• Be prepared
• Know your direction –

vision and goals for the 
school

• Empowering teachers 
and learners

• Budget?
• What is possible in your 

society?
• Research
• Analysis of every subject 

offered to identify skills
• Alternatives?
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