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Background and rationale

On Monday evening, 23 March, our President addressed the nation and declared a national lock down as from
midnight on Thursday, 26 March till midnight Thursday, 16 April. This was later extended as the impact of the
pandemic became more severe.

Schools have been closed from 18 March up until June and later for some grades. This has resulted in the call for
extraordinary measures to support our teachers, learners and parents in terms of curriculum delivery.

The current context of the COVID -19 pandemic and the lockdown has created a unique situation with huge
challenges calling for resilience and creative and constructive responses.

The COVID 19 reality requires new ways to ensure that teaching and learning continues where contact time and
distancing requirements are very different from the past.

As professional educators it is our collective responsibility to take on this challenge to implement an effective
teaching, learning and assessment program to minimize the negative impact caused by this disruption.

To this end we are proposing that all Foundation Phase learners are subjected to a brief midyear baseline
assessment on their return to school in order to establish their current level of functioning in respect of core
functional skills as detailed in the CAPS curriculum

This midyear baseline assessment guideline has been developed as a guide for teachers to complete a brief
midyear assessment of learners to establish their current level of functioning in terms of core functional skills
pertaining to Home Language.

Instructions for completing the midyear baseline assessment:

The assessment should be completed as quickly as possible so that formal teaching may resume.

The assessment should take a maximum of two days to complete.

The aim of the assessment is for teachers to use formative assessment procedures to gauge how well their learners
are doing in Home Language so as to inform their teaching. l.e. This implies that teaching should continue during
this time and teachers should use observation and informed judgment to evaluate the levels that learners are
functioning on.

Teachers must analyze the data received from the midyear baseline assessment and ensure that the valuable
information gained from this informs their teaching. l.e. Ability groups for reading should be re-established if need
be.

Listening and speaking should be integrated across all learning areas and does not require separate activities.
Handwriting should be evaluated during the daily handwriting lesson.

Teachers may decide how far to extend their midyear baseline assessment based on the particular context of their
schools. i.e. You may choose to select only Term 1 content to revise or Term 2 or a combination of both terms.

Teachers may use a selection of one or two of the exemplar activities to assist them in this process or they may
use their own activities to fulfill the purposes of the baseline assessment. Activities in the DBE books are also a
good source for activities.

Graded readers and DBE workbooks may also be used as resources to assist in this process.

The midyear baseline assessment consists of the following:

List of core concepts for Grades R to 3 for Term 1 and 2.
Teacher checklists for Gr. R to 3
Examples of learner activities for Gr. R to 3



KEY CONCEPTS TERM 1 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

differences
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story
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KEY CONCEPTS TERM 1 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

predict a story.

reading (50 — 60
words)
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KEY CONCEPTS TERM 1 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

spacing within
lines
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KEY CONCEPTS TERM 1 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

Grade R Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3
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KEY CONCEPTS TERM 2 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE
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KEY CONCEPTS TERM 2 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

end of words.
For example,
ca-tch, fe-tch,
i-tch)

Recognizes at
least 3 new
vowel
digraphs. For
example, ‘oa’
as in boat, ‘ea’
as in eat, short
‘00’ as in book,
‘ai’ as in ‘rain’

Recognizes
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words. For
example, tape,
time, note
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‘read’




KEY CONCEPTS TERM 2 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

‘news’
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Grade R Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3
- Arranges a e Word Word Word recognition
E set of pictures recognition of recognition of of sight words:
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KEY CONCEPTS TERM 2 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE

Grade R

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3
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reading a book.
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sentence of own
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writing

Uses punctuation
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letters, full stops,
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MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION: GRADE R
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MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION: GRADE 1

Handwriting
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MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION: GRADE 1

Handwriting
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GRADE 2

MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION
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GRADE 2

MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION
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GRADE 3

MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION
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GRADE 3

MIDYEAR BASELINE EVALUATION

Handwriting
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AcCTivity exemplars

Grade R

Grade R Mid-Year Assessment Term 1

Listens attentively to simple
guestions and announcements
and responds appropriately

Teacher asks questions regarding the Corona Virus and explains what
measures have been put in place for everyone’s safety.

Solves and completes at least
five or more-piece jig — saw
puzzles

Learners completes puzzles independently

Identifies and describes
similarities and differences.

LICLY

Identifies a sound that does
not belong in a sequence

This is a simple instruction which can be done at any time during your
lesson time: on the mat, Storytime, at the creative activity table.

Ask the following: Which sound does not belong?

b b b mob

Distinguishes aurally between
different sounds.

Recognizes own name and 5
friend’s names.

Use the Helper’'s Chart. Six leaners in a group. Learners recognize their own

name in their lockers and that of five friends

Identifies a sound that does
not belong in a sequence

Bed, bath, ball, sand, beach
Man, moon, jungle, mango
Ring, road, ready, kick, roll
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Recognises and points out
common objects in a picture

Children running a race,
Teacher on the check blanket, telling a story to a group of children,
Child in wheelchair throwing a ball to his friend,

Child on the balancing beam and child crawling under...,

Two children on the see -saw,

Three children jumping on tyres,

Someone being pushed on the swing under the trees.

o

Draws a picture to capture the
main idea of a story, song or
rhyme

This can be done during free choice time at the Drawing table or Home
Language Focus time. Have the illustrations available for learners to recall.

Learner draws a picture of
him/herself. Learner writes a
caption / or teacher writes the
caption.

After drawing a picture of him/herself, the learner writes or copies a caption:
This is me or My name is ...

Learner can manipulate and
handle writing materials and
scissors correctly. (emergent
writing skills)

When drawing a picture, him/herself with crayons, cut and paste the picture
on a painted background

1-1%years
Cylindrical grasp

2 —3years
Digital grasp

3 Y% -4 years
Modified Tripod grasp

4% -7 years
Tripod grasp

Teachers are encouraged to make use of the DBE workbooks for additional activities

and ideas.
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Game 1:

Use this as a fun game. Hand the learner 5 markers.
Instruction: Put the marker on the picture that differs.

This is not a pen and paper activity.

§§¢ §$¢

§$¢ §$¢
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Game 2:

Use this as a fun game. Hand the learner 5 markers.
Instruction: Put the marker on the picture that differs.
This is not a pen and paper activity.

ﬁ}} 0 NS0 NS
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Sound chart:
a C f g i
e d h |
k o n m
g S 0) t U
I X W V \
Z / 26 sounds

Circle the letter that matches the beginning sound.
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Say the word represented by each picture. Then identify the vowel

sound and write it on the line.

a e ' o) U

b__ g

Fill in the missing sounds:

o) 1E

cu_ \_P

_ug D



http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_RoihVOS3GlRZM&tbnid=W9_qGfgj8Fm4vM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://coloringpoint.com/tracing-sheet-of-sun-coloring-pages-for-kids/&ei=Z6HPU8GHNaOc0AW0jIG4DQ&bvm=bv.71667212,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFQ7WFw_IQcLuH1X_S4L-XSnXrVyQ&ust=1406202585385353
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=abEVSVPVaQBHLM&tbnid=zdQmTMzrXCF6UM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://freecoloringpagesite.com/25-cup-coloring-pages.html/cup-coloring-pages-3&ei=36HPU6jmK8yz0QWGw4CIDQ&bvm=bv.71667212,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFkGWRuijpAPvDqZeOSaDQx0sbUOg&ust=1406202637799290
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=FkVZPv0GulMJLM&tbnid=xP39oXLUGIlSAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://coloringp.com/cup-coloring-pages&ei=G6LPU5WGC8W40QWh0IDQDQ&bvm=bv.71667212,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFyw1mID7UfoSNh6bWwHmhcNEXURg&ust=1406202763342114

Write the initial letter sound for the picture. The first one has been completed
for you.
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Match the initial sounds to the pictures by drawing a line to join them.

P

/ ® |

|
|

/
/ @
/!

A o< O <
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Read the words:

it IS sat at Sit its
pip Sip pat tap the spit
nap ant pant tin nit spin
can cat stick skip ink picnic
the he she look said go
me had we mom are was
like girl with run go see
play put very boy baby | mother
father | was are all to
do be come | some | you here
there no SO said your | they

Read, write and draw:

Read: The cat sat on the blue mat.

Write:

Draw:
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Read the sentences:

The big cat is in the pot.

My bug is on the mat.

| have ten dogs.

The hen lays an egg.

| see ants on my arm.

Read the words and join each word to the correct picture:

) duck

%

@ guitar

(=

=

1K ball

f hen

Y house
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Draw a picture of how you and your family stayed safe during the
lockdown. Write 2 sentences about your picture using the words below:

books || | hands| ate |scared |fun | pet | washed |we |played

Write the word for each picture:
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Look at the picture and write a word or sentence underneath.

)
©—0O0-
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Fill in the missing words:

{ (A
ALY
L —~ _-hq____ __p-"F.--d__
- r|=|_|' o
e T — .i]__._li_ll' I
0+ &l
A M 'ﬂﬂ S B
fun sun ball sand

1. The beach umbrella protects me from the

2. |love playing with my on the beach.

3. luse a bucket and spade to collect

4. Building sandcastles is so much
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AcCTivity exemplars

Grade 2
~ Gr.2phonic activities |

Sound chart:

a C f g i

O e d h I

j k o n m
q S O t u

r X W Y Y

4 al Ooa | ee | ea
oo | tch | str | br | bl
sh | th | ck | ch | wh

Write a word with the consonant blends below. The first one has been
completed for you.

-itch twitch
-sh wash
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-th smooth
-ch church

Write the word next to the picture.

Wi N

4

Circle the word that does not rhyme with the word in the first block:

all fall il ball tall
car Can bar star far
dish wish  fish swish switch
leaf meat treat boat seat
look tone took shook book

Circle the correct word:

Mommy told me to wear my coat / cote when it is cold.

The stricked /strict teacher told the children to keep quiet.
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here |my see once |like |after |some |out |going
give only | mother |father |sister fevery |always also |put
could |right |does goes | made their |want |were |before
other | more |any who |why |where |which | many | because
want |saw |should |their |four |would |love eight |ask
away |into |must under |good |pretty [came |will |from
give know |some |before | does |wash |write |today| never
myself | about |laugh |these |those |very much |light |together

| use my wotch / watch to tell the time.

| love to splash in the puddles in the rane / rain.

You must be careful if you play in the streat / street.

Read the words: (Teachers may use their own word lists too.)
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Reading: Comprehension and Language

Read the text and answer the questions that follows.

Max the Dog

Jen has a brown dog. Her dog's name is Max. He likes
to play with the ball. Jen throws the ball and loves to
watch as Max brings it back. She knows that he is a
really smart dog.

Max lies on the bed next to Jen. This makes her mom
really mad. She wants Max to lie on the floor.

One day Max got lost. Jen looked all over for him. She
walked up the street and down the street. She yelled,
“Come home, Max!” She found Max! He was in the
park. He was happy to see Jen.

Circle the correct letter for questions 1 and 2. ONLY CHOOSE ONE.

1. Max liked playing with
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a) a stick

b) a bone

c) a ball

2. Where does Jen’s mom want Max to lie?
a) on her bed

b) in the yard

c) on the floor

3. Why do you think Jen’s mom gets really mad when Max lies next to
her?

4. What word in the first paragraph tells you that Max was a clever dog?
5. How do you think Jen felt when Max got lost?

Jen felt

6. Sequence these events 1 — 3 in the correct order as it appears in the
story.

Max was in the park.

Jen throws the ball.

Max was on the bed.

7. Underline the correct answer marked in bold.
a) The word that rhymes with brown is found / frown.

b) Jen has a brown dog. The word brown describes the dog and is
therefore a noun / adjective.

c) Jen has a brown dog. The underlined words are both nouns / verbs.

8. Rewrite the sentence using capital letters and full stops.
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max and jen play with the ball
10. What is the opposite of happy?

Read, write and draw:

The snake ate the cake in the grass.

Read the sentences:

The flea sat behind the tree to wait for the dog.

| will look at the book that she took to school.

My mother will go to work on the train.

The boat is in the water and the sailor is standing at the rail on the boat.

Choose the sentence that best describes the picture and write it on the
line.

e The girls are playing in the sand at the beach.
e The children enjoyed the sports day and lived running in the races
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Use the words from the list below and write 4-6 sentences about your
favourite season of the year. Describe the season. Say what you enjoy
about that season and what activities you get to do during that time of

the year.

Autumn | Winter |Spring Summer
leaves | cold flowers hot
yellow |rain light fun
orange |jersey |pollination |beach
trees blankets | birds outside
bare socks trees volleyball
birds soccer |fields running
dark boots warm ablaze
crisp water beauty barefoot
cool winds |jogging play
sun chilly walking salads

soup

wet

Words you could
use:

Write a story about what is going on in the

v

e

—_— —r——

‘Jegi%f[i> Q; g

L

pictu

sport
play

girl

boy
athletics
netball
swing
climb

soccer
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AcCTivity exemplars

Grade 3
~ Gr.3phonic activities |

Match the words on the left to their meanings on the right.

foolish round and full; a little bit fat.
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greedy become aware of something.

realised |being silly or unwise.

plump wild plants growing where they are not
wanted

fair wanting more than your share

weeds a place to buy and sell farm products and
animal

Choose the correct homophone for each sentence.

1. The farmer wanted a goose to eat the weads / weeds.
2. They went to the fair to buy / bye a goose.
3. The goose laid / layed a golden egg.

4. The farmer and his wife wanted to buy another goose / geese.

Circle the words that have the hard th- sound like you hear in the word

‘the’ and make a X on the words that have the soft th- sound like you
hear in the word ‘thing’.

they mouth  that  think their thin this with
another

Make words with the sounds below and draw a picture for the word:

sh-
ch-
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Choose the correct word from the brackets and re-write the sentence.

Betty carried (that, those) dishes up the stairs.

(That, Those) microwave smells like burned popcorn.

(These, This) house gets very cold in January.

We visited (that, those) girl that lives down the street.

| will shuffle (these, this) cards so we can begin playing the game.

If you learn (that, those) spelling words, you’ll do great on the test.
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The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs

A farmer and his wife went to a fair in the next town. They
wanted to buy a new goose to eat the weeds in their garden.
They found a large, plump goose and took her home. They
didn’t know that this was their lucky day.

The next morning, the farmer’s wife went to collect eggs. She found a big
yellow egg in the goose’s nest. She picked up the strange egg and took it to
her husband. “Look at this egg the goose laid,” she said. “It is very heavy
and very yellow.”

The farmer took the egg. His mouth fell open. “This egg is made of gold,” he
said.

The goose laid a golden egg every day. The farmer and his wife grew very
rich from selling the eggs. And they grew very, very greedy.

“Let’s cut open the goose. Then we can get all of the golden eggs at one
time,” said the farmer. But when they cut the goose open, there was no
gold. The goose was just like all geese inside. Now the greedy farmer and
his wife had no more golden eggs. And they didn’t have a goose to eat the
weeds in the garden.

The farmer and his wife kept buying geese. They wanted to find a new
goose that laid golden eggs. But soon realized they were out of luck.

Reading Comprehension: Read the story before answering the questions.

1. Why did the farmer and his wife buy a goose?
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2. How did the farmer and his wife become rich?

Underline the correct answer.

3. Who are the main characters in this story?
a) the farmer

b) the farmer’s wife

c) the goose

d) the farmer and his wife

4. When did the old lady collect the eggs?
a) evening

b) morning

c) afternoon

d) lunch time

5. Why was the goose’s eggs so special?

a) It was pure chocolate.

b) It was pure gold.

c) It was a really good egg.

d) It was pure silver.

6. Why did the farmer cut open the goose that laid golden eggs?

a) The hen made too much noise.



b) The hen could no longer give them golden eggs.
c) The farmer and his wife became greedy.
d) The old woman thought that she could buy more geese.

7. What lesson did the farmer and his wife learn?

8. Read the sentence below and write the synonym (word with the same
meaning) for the underlined word

The farmer and his wife grew very wealthy from selling the eggs.

9. Read each sentence below and then write the antonym (word with the
opposite meaning) for the underlined word.

They wanted to buy a new goose to eat the weeds in their garden.

10. Number the sentences from 1 — 6 in the last blocks to indicate the
sequence of events as they happened in the story.

They grew rich selling the golden eggs.

The goose was just like all the geese inside.

The farmer’s wife found an egg made of gold in the goose’s
nest.

The greedy farmer cut open the goose to get all of the gold
at one time.

A farmer and his wife went to the fair. They bought a goose
to eat weeds in their garden.
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Now the greedy farmer and his wife had no more golden
eggs.

Write the words (adjectives) that describe each person or object in the
correct box.

Lucky plump vyellow large rich magical heavy greedy

golden
ey -y b

£y
-

Rewrite the following sentences with the correct punctuation:
1. we bought a telescope space sweet popping candy and asteroid
smarties at the shop

2. he told mr lewis to come and visit him in england

3. she had a big fight with her brother sister and friend
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4. what are we going to learn about space

5. watch out here comes an asteroid said tom

Werite a story about what is going on in the picture

Words you could
use:

taxi
mother
sister
brother
night

house
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Write a story about the Corona virus:

Words you could
use:

illness
sick
lockdown
mask
sneeze

cough
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