
SOCIAL MEDIA
How does this influence your school?



First thing’s first…

• The use of Social Media needs to form part of the 
school’s policy.

- For the school 
- For the learners
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• Parents need to give consent before you publish any 
photos of a child. (Social and Traditional Media)
• For administration purposes: it can be included in 

your school’s registration forms. This will put the 
responsibility on your parents rather than on your 
staff.



TWO BIGGEST PROBLEMS
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CYBERBULLYING & SEXTING

Cyberbullying



CYBERBULLYING
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The reality: Cyberbullying
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‘’Just lose the fight and kill 
yourself you worthless piece of 
sh-t’’ [sic]

“Hey you little f****n c***
Ever feel like your just so alone 
you could honestly kill yourswlf” 
[sic]

“F*** I feel sorry for you
This is nothing your about to meet satan
I want you to experience hell 
In Satan in the flesh you think it’s over 
now b***h it just begun” [sic]

“Your a dead sl*t bro 
Your going to f****n die deadest
You don’t know what’s coming for you 
dirty sl*t hahahaha
Mothers your goin to be six feet under 
with a slit throat keep doing what u 
doin sl*t !” [sic]

‘’i don’t even know who you are’’ [sic]

‘’You will soon HHaha trust’’ [sic]

“Ahaha no talk just action bro Yu wanna
be a sl*t u got a lot of girls coming for 
you your dead meat 
Watch out where you go bro” [sic]



‘I really didn’t know that could happen’
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I can say whatever I want….(Freedom of expression is often 
misinterpreted)
‘’This right does not extend to propaganda for war; incitement of 
imminent violence; or advocacy of hatred that is based on race, 
ethnicity, gender or religion, and that constitutes incitement to cause 
harm."

CRIMEN INJURIA
ASSAULT
CRIMINAL DEFAMATION
EXTORTION

 THE PERPETRATOR MAY ALSO BE SUED FOR DAMAGES

LEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF CYBERBULLYING:



CYBERBULLYING
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SEXTING
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Many young people don’t realise that just by taking a 
sexually suggestive photo of a teen, even if the subject 
is clothed, could make them guilty of creation of child 
pornography in terms of South African law.
Depending on what is done with the content, that person 
could also be guilty of disseminating or possessing child 
pornography. One could even be guilty of the solicitation of 
child pornography if they ask another teen for nudes

LEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF SEXTING:
A PERSON FOUND QUILTY OF CREATING, POSSESSING, SOLICITING OR DISSEMINATING 
EXPLICIT IMAGES OF MINORS MAY BE SENTENCED TO A FINE OR IMPRISONMENT OR BOTH.

A CONVICTION IN TERMS OF THIS ACT MAY ALSO RESULT IN THE OFFENDER’S PARTICULARS 
BEING REGISTERED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER FOR SEX OFFENDERS.



‘I really didn’t know that could happen’
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The age of civil capacity in South Africa is seven, which means you can 
sue or be sued in your own name from as young as seven.



Other major issues
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The dangers of a one-sided story…



Other major issues
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Subliminal messaging 

THE MOMO 
CHALLENGE
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Thank you
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